
CHARTER 
 

European Route of Peace – European Sculpture Route 
 

Vision 
Our joint vision is the realisation of a “European Route of Peace” in the spirit of the Jewish artist Otto 
Freundlich who was murdered in Sobibor. In creating an uninterrupted chain of sculptures from Paris 
to Moscow and organising accompanying activities including the creation of Social Sculptures all over 
Europe we wish to set a clear, visible and vivid example of the peaceful co-existence of the peoples 
of Europe. One of the aims of our joint project is to raise an awareness for the causes, forms and 
consequences of wars and violence which manifest themselves in a variety of forms in Europe.  

 
Mission 

 

Our joint mission is the creation of a chain of sculptures to form a symbolic “Peace Route” running 
from the Norman coast to Moscow and representing a “sign of peace” and a “symbol of the 
understanding between nations and people” and thus to realise an idea conceived by Otto 
Freundlich. The route and the sculptures marking it are to be visible, reachable and accessible. 
Sculptures that exist already (Sculpture Parks, Sculpture Routes, Sculptors’ Symposia) and whose 
concepts are compatible with Otto Freundlich’s idea can be integrated into the “European Route of 
Peace – European Sculpture Route”.   
 

We also consider it to be our joint task to raise an awareness for the causes, forms and consequences 
of wars and violence by making the Sculpture Route pass alongside corresponding memorials, 
symbolic places, documentation centres, etc.  
 

Moreover, it is our firm conviction that we need to make a contribution to the development and 
growth of a competence for peace, i.e. the willingness and the ability to make an active contribution 
to promoting peace in Europe by organising accompanying cultural, societal and social activities such 
as special events, cultural exchange programmes and the provision of audio-visual, electronic and 
printed information. We also intend to co-operate with suitable partners in our efforts to raise an 
awareness, to educate people and to promote inter-cultural communication.  
 

We feel very strongly that economic, social and ecological stability are vital to the preservation of 
peace in Europe. In developing and implementing our project we strive for a co-operation with the 
local public, with policy-makers, with social groups and with businesses for the benefit of the regions 
concerned. We can make a special contribution to regional development by promoting cultural 
activities and cultural tourism.  

 
Values 

 

Our fundamental values are 
 to promote peace and understanding between peoples, 
 to strengthen an awareness for the European cultural identity and 
 to play an active part in preserving peace and in opposing war and violence. 
  

Our co-operation is based on the principle of a transnational, intercultural, interdisciplinary and 
democratic dialogue and consensus. A constant exchange of information will allow the effective 
participation of all involved in the construction of the “European Route of Peace – European 
Sculpture Route”. 
 

The dialogue between the artists on the one hand and the local and regional policy-makers on the 
other hand will have a stimulating effect on the project. It is vital to us to achieve a consensus 



between the artists and the local and regional policy-makers. This is why all those involved are 
expected to be unbiased in discussions and, if necessary, open to mediation. 
In running different activities, events and projects we intend to raise a lasting awareness for the 
common European culture. It is one of our major aims to involve young people in the further 
development of our project, with special emphasis being placed on transnational cultural and 
educational exchange.  
 

All events, activities and projects are intended to effectively serve the overall purpose of a “European 
Route of Peace – European Sculpture Route”. For this reason we rule out any co-operation with or 
support from individual persons or organisations working against peace and understanding. 
 

Another determining factor for us is the quality of the artists’ works. This charter is also binding on 
the sculptors. Expert opinions provided by artists, art historians and gallery owners help us to assess 
concepts for new sculptures from an artistic perspective. 

 
Roots 

 

The “European Route of Peace – European Sculpture Route” originates from an idea conceived by the 
Jewish artist Otto Freundlich (1878-1943) who was murdered in the Third Reich. In the 1930s he had 
already dreamed of two Sculpture Routes to help –as he put it – “bring people together”: “une voie 
de la fraternité humaine” (“A route of human fraternity” running from north to south) and “une voie 
de la solidarité humaine en souvenir de la liberation” (“A route of human solidarity in 
commemoration of the liberation”, running from the Norman coast via Paris to Moscow).  
 

The “St. Wendel Sculpture Route” in the German state of Saarland is the origin of the West-East 
Route which Otto Freundlich had dreamed of. Initiated by the sculptor Leo Kornbrust who was born 
and raised in Saarland, 48 artists from 11 countries have realised a total of 53 sculptures since 1971.  

 
Strategy 

 

A first step towards the realisation of the international dimensions of the “Route of Peace” was taken 
when the „Straße des Friedens – Straße der Skulpturen in Europa – Otto Freundlich Gesellschaft e.V.“ 
Association was founded in St. Wendel in 2004. This Association took on the responsibility for co-
ordinating a pan-European network and drew up the present Charter in co-operation with several 
partner organisations. It binds all members of the Association and its partner organisations who co-
operate with the Association in realising the “European Route of Peace – European Sculpture Route”.   
 

Another major step in our efforts to achieve an international dimension will be the formal 
recognition as a “Cultural Route” by the Council of Europe. 
 

The co-operation will place special emphasis on  
  

 setting up new sculptures, 
 co-operating in research and development, 
 “commemoration, history and European cultural heritage” 
 offering cultural and educational exchange programmes to young Europeans, 
 furthering contemporary culture and practical artistic work 
 promoting cultural tourism and a sustainable cultural development.  

  
Concluding remarks 

 

This document is a mere declaration of intent. The signatories to this Charter do not enter into any 
legal or financial obligations. 


